FOREWORD

by SIR HARRY BRITTAIN

KING EDWARD the VIII ascended the throne
with one great initial advantage, for he was
known by his people as no King has ever been
known at the opening of his reign.    Hundreds of
thousands of British subjects in every part of the Empire
had seen him, and millions had listened to his voice.
There has never, in all our long history, been a better
loved Prince of Wales.

Throughout the happy home life he enjoyed, he had
the full and healthy life-of the normal English youth,
but with far less leisure. As heir to the throne he had
to acquire many additional subjects, such, for instance,
as a'real grasp of various foreign languages, which I fear
at present are not outstanding qualifications of the
average youthful Briton. He always was eager to learn
and ready to glean all possible knowledge about any
subject in which he was interested, and from anyone
whom he believed to be an authority on that subject.

With amazing energy and determination he has often
crowded into a single day a mass of work which would
have appalled the majority of his future subjects. One
of his greatest assets was a wonderful memory for facts
and faces, a natural memory which I should imagine he
consistently developed. With, all these qualities he
possessed a simple dignity and charm, which endeared
him to all who were privileged to know him.

Up to the time of the War, the Prince of Wales was a
pleasant, unassuming British boy. During the War, he
developed into a keen and active man of the world who,
while retaining all his boyish cheerfulness, added the All>
ittributes of man's estate.